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Strengthening economic and so-
cial links between the Marianas and
the mainfend was one of the main
points emphasized during the first
day of a conference aimed at high-
lighting $20 bitlion in investment
and job opportunilies that will open
up as 4 result of the Guam military
buildup.

Organized by a community-based
aroup called Hita I Marianas, which
means “We Are the Maranas,” the
conference ihis week hosts top fed-
eral, military and industry officials
for onstte discussions of the oppor-
tunities associated with Internation-
al infrastructure development proj-
: pots in the Marianas, a pross release

from Hita stated,

California Governor's Office of

-Beonomic Development Director
Joel Avala on the find day of the
conference said the infrastructure
huildup alone represents an mcred-
ible econornic opportunity for Cal-

ifornia and specifically the city of

San Diego.

“This expansion qoimes at 4 time
wien Cabifornia is setively working
to strengthen its economic standing
through the support of businesses,
job creation, and increased interna-
tional econornic activity,” Avala stat-
ed in the press release.

Guary's Consolidated Commis-
sion on Utilities Chairman Simon
Sanchez said there are about $2 bil-
ton in investments to upgrade wi-

e, power, and wastewater sysiems
1o serve all.of Guam, and what the
San Diego community has to offer
is a large pool of federal contractors
who know how to sell to the military,

*“The rattonale is theres 2 lot of

contractors who know about the mil-
itary, (and ) large Chamorro com-
munity ... people that used to five
on Guam,” Sunchez said.

Younex Eaterprise Senior Vice

President David Tydingeo, one of

the conference organizers, said the
links between the Marianas and the
mainiand are very deep, and he
hopes future parinerships between
companies and communities can in-
crease the economic development
benefits of the buildup.

In fact, some conference speakers
think the builklup has the potential to
bring many former residents of the
region back to the Martanas.

“Int the past ten years, thousands
of residents from our region migrat-
ed to Califorpia during the econom-
ic decling and this infrastructure
buildup now provides an opportuni-
ty for those residents to come home
and participate in rebuilding the re-
gional economy.” said Gaam Gov.
Felix Camacho. |

According o event organizer Jay

Merrill, and Guam Chamber of

Commerce President David Leddy,
an underlying consideration is fo get
stateside investors to pursue oppor-

tunities on Guam so the island can
thrive even after the main construe-
tion period of the buildup,

*This conference is abobt more
than just military activity, it's also
abiout creating sustainable develop-
ment for the long term,” Merrilk said
lust week, The conference contine
ues trough Wednesday in the main-
hanct.

Concerns

Even as representatives from
Guam’s business community seek
siateside investors 1o help build a
sustainable econory afler the peak
of the buildup, Sen. Ben Papgelinan
vesterday sent a Jetter to the Navy
saying the Defense Department is
onty payving “lip service™ 1o the “One
Cuam. Green Guan” initiative pro-
posed eartier by President Obama.

“AH of the corrent signals from
the Department of MNavy are that
green energy technology will be built
behind the fence with no benefit to
the people of Guam,” Pangelinan

Phato courtssy of Mar-
kot Research and Dovel
opment Inc.
Opportunities:
Participanis lisien as
a prasentation is giv-
en during the Hii |
Maricnas conference
on May 25. Business
representatives from
the Marianas and
tederal government
officials are in San
Diego this week to
share with stoleside
investors and job
saakers the opportu-
nities availanle on
Guam and the
CHNMI as o result of
the military buildup.

stated in 2 press release.

He's also questioned the MNavy's
sincerity because of all the crrors in
the draft Bovironmental Impact
Statemeni and lack of solutions Lo
mitigate the burden to Guam, Both
the Legislatire's finance office and
Claret Ruang, an econoinist with the
University of Guam, have conclud-
ed independently that the doliar
amounts of the peonomic benelits
of the buildup were grossly exag-
gerated and erroneous by a margin
of between 75 to 125 percent.

“‘One Guam, Green Guam’
should be more than just lip service,”
Pangelinan’s release stated, "We are |
more than a strategic rock in the Pa-
cific to be used and abused by the
Department of Defense. This mili-
tary expansion should be a true part-
nership where the military and the
Federal Government show appreci-
ation for the sacrifices being made
by all the people of Guam by help-
ing to improve our quality of life”



